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Program Partner Fundraising Toolkit


There are many ways for school staff, teachers, parents and even students to raise funds to support Arts Corps classes. Galvanizing these groups can bring in needed revenue and build ongoing support and enthusiasm. Some ideas are listed below and Arts Corps’ staff are always available to brainstorm ideas.

Hold a benefit

Arrange a performance or exhibition with suggested minimum donation (i.e. $5) to support your Arts Corps class. 

Coordinate a letter appeal
Use the letter template and pledge form to empower your teachers, parents and students to raise funds.

Solicit local businesses
Talk to local businesses to see if they would help sponsor a class in exchange for marketing benefits, such as recognizing them in a parent newsletter or creating a special thank you sign for their business. Use the business solicitation letter and pledge form to formalize the request and follow up (or introduce the idea first) in person or by phone. 

Start a competition
Offer a prize (Arts Corps tee shirt, small gift certificate) to the student who raises the most funds. Give students the attached pitch to give to their family, businesses, etc. to raise funds for their class. 

Apply for grants
Arts Ed Washington has an extensive list of grant opportunities and other resource:

http://www.artsedwashington.org/Frame_Resources.html
[image: image2.png]Make Art Rayway





Sample student or parent fundraising letter

Greetings,

My name is __________ and I am a student/parent of a student in Arts Corps’ [poetry class at Seattle Public School’s SW Interagency Academy/choir class at Yesler Community Center/break-dancing class at Youngstown Cultural Arts Center]. I am very passionate about this class and believe it has [taught me discipline/given me confidence/helped me express myself/etc.]. 
Arts Corps brings free arts classes to kids of all ages in Seattle and all over King County. They hire talented, professional teaching artists to teach dance, drama, music, photography and painting, and focus on getting kids to be critical thinkers, learn to reflect, imagine possibilities, and take risks. These days, too many kids don’t get this kind of experience in school. In fact, nearly half of Arts Corps students don’t have any other arts opportunity.

I’m writing to ask you to help me sponsor this class. Funding is so tight that unless we can raise $700, the class will not continue. A donation of $5, $10, $20 – whatever you can afford – will make a real difference. And if you make a donation of $20 or more, you will get an Arts Corps tee shirt!

Please think about making a donation toward the cost of this class. It has made a huge difference in my life and that of all the kids. [Personal story, reflection, importance of class, etc.]

Thank you,

[student/parent name]

Sample request letter to businesses (print on your letterhead and include pledge form and return envelope)
DATE
Business Contact
Business Name
Business Address
City, State Zip
Dear Business Name,

As a key player in the NEIGHBORHOOD NAME community, SCHOOL/ORG NAME respectfully requests you to consider a unique opportunity to support local children and the arts. 

In response to the dramatic lack of in-school and after-school arts education opportunities for K-12th grade youth in the public school system, SCHOOL/ORG NAME hosts arts classes to youth in our community who would not otherwise have the opportunity to experience powerful, hands-on arts opportunities. 

We partner with Arts Corps – the largest non-profit agency bringing free arts education to youth in the Seattle area. Their mission is to provide and inspire arts education programs that develop creative habits of mind to help young people realize their full potential. These well-attended Arts Corps classes have been successful in providing positive, creative outlets for youth, empowering them to find social, emotional and academic successes. 
We will be offering a wonderful class to our students this year – CLASS/ES NAME. But school budgets are tighter than ever and we need to raise $_____ to help cover teaching costs and supplies.
Please consider a donation of $100 (or other amount) to help support powerful learning through the arts for our youth. We will be proud to list your business name in (website/parent newsletter/other) as a partner in this important work. Your gift is tax-deductible and will make a lasting difference for these kids.

Thank you in advance for your consideration, and please feel free to contact me at Facility Contact Phone or Facility Contact Email with any questions.

Sincerely,

Facility Contact Name
Pledge form (print on your letterhead)
CLASS SPONSORSHIP FORM
Company/Individual: ______________________________________________________
Contact: _________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ___________________________________________________________
Telephone: _____________________________ Email: ___________________________
Recognition Name: _______________________________________ Date: ___________
· I/we want to support SCHOOL NAME’S CLASS NAME with a tax-deductible donation of $__________.

Payment method:

_____ Enclosed is my/our check (payable to SCHOOL NAME).

_____ Please charge my □ Visa □ Mastercard (check one).
Credit Card #: ______________________ Expiration Date: ________________
Name on card: ____________________________________________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________
Please complete your form and return to: 

YOUR ADDRESS
Sample student script

Hi,

My name is __________________. 

I am a student in Arts Corps’ All City Breakdance class with Jerome Aparis at the Youngstown Cultural Arts Center.

And we are raising money to keep our class.

This class is important to me because___________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

Funding is so tight that unless we can raise $xxx, this class will not continue. 
A donation of $5, $10, $20 – whatever you can afford – will make a real difference. 

And if you make a donation of $20 or more, you will get an Arts Corps tee shirt!!

Arts Corps brings free arts classes to students of all ages throughout Seattle.

They hire professional teaching artists to teach dance, music, theater, photography, painting and more. 

Too many students aren’t able to get these kinds of classes in school. In fact, almost half of Arts Corps students don’t have any other arts opportunity.

Please think about making a donation toward the cost of my class. It has made a huge difference in my life. 

(You can share a personal story here.) __________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________.

Thank you,

[Student name]

Class Sponsorship Form

Please join us in the movement to provide access to quality arts education programs that develop creative habits of mind to help young people realize their full potential. 

	Class Beneficiary:
	Arts Corps CLASS NAME Class for SCHOOL NAME

	Collective giving goal:
	$XXX
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Arts Corps is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization.  Contributions to Arts Corps are tax deductible.


4408 Delridge Way SW, #110, Seattle WA 98106  p:206.722.5440  f:206.722.5459  www.artscorps.org
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